[bookmark: _Toc372120184][bookmark: _Toc398020190]Activity 2: The physical (ecological) environment
What political event caused crude oil prices to skyrocket in the year referred to in this report? 
	





Explain why this event caused oil prices to rise so dramatically?
	





How have Airlines been affected by the rising oil prices?
	





Which other industries are under threat from rising oil prices?
	





Name industries that could benefit from the rising oil prices. Explain how this could happen:
	





Briefly discuss any other events in the macro or physical environment that could have an impact on the profitability of Airlines:
	








[bookmark: _GoBack]How is your company affected by rising oil prices? Explain how your company is meeting the challenge of rising oil prices.
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In another type of transport industry, namely shipping, the natural environment can cause delays, which can lead to loss of profits. Explain how the physical environment impacts on your organisation’s profitability.
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Did the management of Anglo American know about the environmental health threat to their workers? Quote a sentence, which proves your answer.
	Yes/ No:

Quote:







Describe two actions they could have taken to counteract this threat. Why do you think they did not take these actions?
	1.

2.

Reason:






What are the consequences to the company of management not taking the abovementioned precautions?

	





Are there any threats in the area of health and safety that you feel your company’s management is not taking seriously enough? Explain your answer by giving at least two examples and possible solutions.
	Health and safety threats


	Solutions

	1.



2.
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Mother Nature is one lady we don’t argue with...

From time to time, the forces of Nature create conditions
that remind us of who is in charge. Even the largest ports
with the most sophisticated machinery are forced to
close when heavy weather, such as strong winds, sea

swells and rain, make it impossible for port acti
continue.
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These conditions cause two kinds of delays. Firstly,
terminal operations inside the port (ie. loading and
unloading cargo) can be suspended because it is unsafe
1o operate equipment such as ship-to-shore gantry cranes.

Secondly, ‘bunching’ delays are caused when adverse
weather conditions force the port authorities to close the
harbour, which results in many ships arriving outside the
port at the same time creating a ‘traffic jam’ at sea
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African Port Operations works tirelessly to make up for —
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any backlog that may arise as a result of these delays. tei: .2731 308 8333

FAX: +2731 308 8323
Www.saponet.co.za
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Anglo is called to account for occupational health liability

RONNIE MORRIS

Cape Town — Ten former gold miners
from the Free State have served a
summons on Anglo American for
damages after they became ill with
lung disease.

Richard Meeran, the lawyer act-
ing for the miners and their families,
said the claims filed in the Johannes-
burg high court on Friday were test
cases and their purpose was twofold:
to secure compensation for gold min-
ers affected with silicosis and pthisis
(silicosis with tuberculosis), and to
establish a fund to monitor and treat
occupational respiratory diseases in
former gold miners.

The mine workers were employed
at various AngloGold mines, in-
cluding President Brand, President
Steyn, Welkom Gold Mine, Free State
Geduld and Freddies Mine.

Silicosis is caused after the in-
halation of excessive levels of dust. It
is a debilitating disease and can be
fatal, particularly in association with
untreated tuberculosis. Medical evi-
dence suggests that miners exposed
to silica dust have a significantly
greater risk of developing the latter.

BATTLE READY Richard Meeran will be

the miners' legal voice #Horo: jorn wooprooE

If diagnosed and treated quickly
and effectively, a full recovery from
tuberculosis can be made.

Like asbestosis, silicosis usually
develops years after miners have left
work on the mines.

Meeran, the lead attorney in
a damages action against Cape
plc for asbestos-related illness,
said the fund would not be used
to create a new health system
but to enhance and develop the
existing state health systems.

Meeran said the gold indus-
try did not provide medical care
for former workers, despite prof-
iting at the expense of their
health and rendering them vul-
nerable to respiratory disease.

Dust safety standards at the
mines were based on the as-
sumption that 15 percent of the
Fl workforce employed for 20 years
would develop silicosis.

Shower facilities at the shaft
— essential to remove toxic dust
from workers — were not provid-
ed for black workers.

“Although silicosis and pthi-
sis are compensatable under the
Occupational Diseases in Mines
and Works Act, this legislation pro-
vides no funding for effective medical
monitoring or compensation for pain
and suffering,” Meeran said.

“The similarities to the devasta-
tion caused by asbestos mining are

striking. However, whereas the as-
bestos industry is being made to pay
worldwide for its past misconduct,
the gold mining industry has to date
escaped virtually scot-free.”

Meeran said the targeted mines
were owned until 1998 by Anglo
American Corporation of South
Africa, which restructured in 1999
and shifted its domicile to London.

Ownership of its shares in these
mines was transferred to AngloGold.

Evidence showed that the parent
company was responsible for provid-
ing technical and medical advice for
all its gold mining operations. The
present proceedings were therefore
against the parent company, he said.

The case is being funded by the
Legal Aid Board and the claimants
have eminent senior counsel — Mar-
tin Brassey and Wim Trengrove with
Matthew Chaskalson.

Neesa Moodley reports that Anglo
American spokesperson Marion
Dixon confirmed that Anglo had re-
ceived notification of alawsuit.

“We do not believe Anglo Ameri-
can is liable and will defend any legal
proceedings which are instituted
against the company,” she said.




