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The writer of this article uses terms like “Anglo American had responded to proposals put forward by the Zimbabwean government…” and “President Robert Mugabe said his government wanted to control…”. 
These terms suggest that Anglo American have a choice in the matter of selling the mines. Do you think that they really have a choice? Give a reason, based on political events and the political environment in Zimbabwe, for your answer.
	Yes/ No:
Reason:




Describe any political changes or laws and regulations in South Africa that have had an impact on the way your company operates in terms of resources/ markets/ labour/ productivity.
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Describe how political and societal pressures are robbing the local population of the DRC and the country as a whole of wealth. 
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A}lglo to sell
at least 10
Zimbabwe

operations

DECLAN CONWAY

London — Anglo American would
sell some of its interests in Zim-
babwe in the next few months,
Kate Aindow, a spokesperson for
the gold and minerals producer,
said yesterday.

Anglo American had respond-
ed to proposals put forward by the
Zimbabwean government to
expedite the sale of foreign
mining claims, and unused and
underutilised mines.

“These are mostly mining
claims and include reserves con-
taining copper, gold, nickel and
some limestone,” Aindow said.

Anglo would sell “more than
10” such interests, mostly mining
claims, to domestic mining firms

Earlier this month, President
Robert Mugabe said his govern-
ment wanted to control the key
mining sector, which is still large-
1y foreign owned.
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Corruption
robs DRC of
benefits of
cobalt boom

DAVID LEWIS

Kinshasa — Rampant corruption
and smuggling in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) meant
the impoverished country lost
millions of dollars in revenue
from copper and cobalt mining
each month, a natural resource
watchdog said yesterday.

During a boom in the price of
cobalt, neither the economy nor
the local population was benefit-
ing, Global Witness said in a re-
port on mining in the country’s
southern province of Katanga.

“DRC is missing a crucial op-
portunity to benefit from the cur-
rent boom in world cobalt prices,
as so much of its ore is being
smuggled out of the country and
the vast majority is leaving un-
processed,” the report concluded.

Cobalt prices have tripled
since May 2003 and now stand ata
record $55 100 (R351978) a ton,
largely driven by China’s massive.
demand for the metal for use in
cellphone batteries.




