
THE  MAGIC  JOURNEY

D. Goldstein

Illustrations
Stefanie  Breedt

Illustrations
Stefanie  Breedt







MY name is Raymond and my best friend is called Tabu.  We are both five years old and we go on secret journeys.

In my room is a chest filled with treasures.  

They may look like ordinary toys, but when we take them out of the chest, they turn into the most extraordinary things and take us on journeys all over the country. 

We usually drag the chest outside to the grass in the backyard where we play every day.  

Nobody notices what we are doing there.  

The grownups think we are safe and we can play our games in peace.      

Yesterday, Tabu and I decided first to play with the dolphin and boat, after that we wanted to play with our wooden horses, then with the farm animals and lastly with the wild animals.

Suddenly, the dolphin came alive and we followed him, into the water at Cape Point. 

We swam down, to where it is really deep.  

There was an old boat and the fish were swimming around it.  

Tabu and I liked playing hide and seek in the water with the water-plants and other sea creatures.  

We enjoyed ourselves so much, until Dolphy the dolphin took us home again.  

When we returned from our sea expedition  we put the boat and dolphin away.  

Then we took out our wooden horses and played with them.  

We chased each other around the back-yard, until the wooden horses turned into real live ponies. 

Tabu asked if we could visit his grandfather who lives at he foot of the Drakensberg.

We galloped off and joined his grandfather, where he was sitting next to his fire.  

Tabu was very happy to see his grandfather.  

He told us stories of the places he used to visit when he was young and his beloved pony that he used to ride when he was our age.  

Then he told us stories about the animals that lived long ago on the earth.  His ancestors loved to tell stories about rabbits.  

They told the most beautiful stories where the rabbit was usually the strongest and cleverest of the animals in the kingdom, even stronger than the lion.

Later, when Tabu’s friend got tired, we left, riding back to my house and backyard.

When we arrived home we took out the farm animals to play with

Suddenly, we were transferred to the far Karoo and landed on a sheep farm. 

Far away we could hear a tractor plowing a field. 

Tabu and I built roads and went out into the fields to look for sheep.  

They were wandering around the low bushes, grazing on the grass. 

The lambs were kept in a little camp, waiting for their mothers to return.  

We each caught a lamb to hold in our arms.  They were so warm and soft.

Mummy called us to come home for lunch, and we had to return.  

After we had put our wooden horses back into the trunk, we sat down on a blanket where my mom had set out a picnic lunch for us.  

We had some chicken, sandwiches, tamatoes and fruit, with milk afterwards.  

As soon as we had finished our lunch, we were ready to go on another expidition.

This time, we took the wild animals out of the chest:  The lion, the zebra, the giraffe, the crocodile and the elephant .

They took us on a safari into the wild bushveld.

We took the binoculars from the chest to take with us.  

We walked slowly, looking at all the animals, afraid that we would miss some of them, where they were hiding in the bush.  

We watched Giraffe drink water from the river, bending his long legs awkwardly, while Crocodile was sleeping lazily on the riverbank.  

Zebra was looking around him and far away Lion was stalking a prey.  

Elephant had a small calf with her and both held their trunks in the air. 

In the trees we could hear the birds calling out to each other. 

When we returned, it was getting late and Tabu had to go home.  

But this will not be the end of our magical journeys.  

Everyday we will go to new places, and have new adventures.  

The magic chest with the amazing toys will take us on many more secret expeditions. 

Later that night as Mummy tucked me into bed, she asked:  “What did my brave boy do today?”

I told her of our many visits to the different places.

I don’t think she believed me!  

One day I shall take her with on one of our wonderful journeys!    



