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UNIT STANDARD 114076
Unit Standard Title 

Use computer technology to research a computer topic  
NQF Level
4

Credits
3

Specific Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the following specific outcomes:

· Specific Outcome 1: Plan the research of a computer topic

· Specific Outcome 2: Conduct research of a computer topic using computer technology.  Internet, Other computer applications

· Specific Outcome 3: Present the results of research of a computer topic using computer technology 

Assessment Requirements

· The plan identifies the topic, objectives, and scope of the research

· The plan identifies the time to be taken for the research, the research methods to be used, and the sources of information to be used

· The plan identifies the target audience, presentation methods, and the computer applications to be used for the analysis of data and the presentation of the results of the research

· The research conducted accumulates data according to the research plan

· The research conducted provides data analysis with conclusions

· The description of the analysis methods allows the validity of the analysis to be assessed

· Research progress is indicated at intervals by reports, according to the research plan

· The research conducted uses a computer application to analyse the research data

· The presentation is made using the computer application identified in the research plan

· The presentation communicates summarised research data and conclusions to the target audience

Critical Cross-Field Outcomes

· Organise and manage oneself and one`s activities responsibly and effectively

· Collect, analyse, organise, and critically evaluate information

· Use science and technology effectively and critically, showing responsibility towards the environment and health of others

· Demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related systems by recognising that problem solving contexts do not exist in isolation

· Contribute to one`s full personal development and the social and economic development of the society at large by being aware of the importance of: reflecting on and exploring a variety of strategies to learn more effectively, exploring education and career opportunities and developing entrepreneurial opportunities

Formative Assessments

Formative assessment 1
Choose a topic from the list quoted below.  You are also welcome to choose a topic of your own or a topic that is related to your workplace.

The 2007 Budget

Any strikes that took place this year or proposed strikes

The price of gold and platinum

The 2010 World Cup

The non-delivery of services by local municipalities

The second telecommunications provider

3G

Robots

Digital music

Internet security

Wireless hotspot domains

Or any other innovation or development you choose.

Write out a plan for your research.  Make sure that the plan:

Identifies the topic, objectives, and scope of the research

identifies the time to be taken for the research, the research methods to be used, and the sources of information to be used

identifies the target audience, presentation methods, and the computer applications to be used for the analysis of data and the presentation of the results of the research

Formative assessment 2
Do your research as planned during the previous exercise.  Make sure that

The research conducted accumulates data according to the research plan

The research conducted provides data analysis with conclusions

The description of the analysis methods allows the validity of the analysis to be assessed

Research progress is indicated at intervals by reports, according to the research plan

The research conducted uses a computer application to analyse the research data

Formative assessment 3
Present the results of your research to your facilitator and fellow students.  Make sure that your presentation:

is made using the computer application identified in the research plan
communicates summarised research data and conclusions to the target audience
Research Project 
You have to do research about cell phones for company representatives and IT staff.  Specifically, you have to find out 

· Are there contracts available for about R450 per month,

· How many minutes are included

· what type of cell phone is included

· what the duration of the contract will be

· if there are any special contracts available if the company wishes to enter into agreements for 12 contracts at a time

The following cell phone companies must be included in your research:

· Vodacom

· MTN

· Cell C

· Virgin Mobile

Once you have the information, compare the benefits of the contracts and the features of the cell phones.

Prepare a presentation about your findings, making recommendations.

1. Write out a plan for your research project making sure the plan identifies the topic, (2)  objectives,  (2)  and scope of the research  (2)

2. In your plan, specify the time to be taken for the research, (2)   the research methods to be used  (2)   and the sources of information to be used  (2)  

3. Make sure that the plan identifies the target audience, (2) the presentation methods you will use,  (2)  and the computer applications you will use for the analysis of data and the presentation of the results of the research  (2).  Attach the plan to your assessment.  (2)

4. Do the research, making sure that you accumulate data according to your research plan.  Give details of the steps you took during your research.  Attach this to your assessment.  (5)

5. Describe the analysis methods you used as well as the validity of the data that was assessed.  Include this in your presentation.  (2)

6. Give details of the computer program you used to analyse and visually represent the data.  (2)

7. Prepare the presentation, using a computer application.  (2)

8. Make sure that you come to conclusions based on the research (2)  and make recommendations about which cell phone company to use.  (2)

9. Give the presentation to your facilitator, who will use the marking sheet on the next page to assess your presentation.  (10)

Attach the presentation to your assessment.  
	Marking sheet research assessment
	Yes/No
	Points

	Was the learner well prepared?
	
	

	Did the learner state the topic of the research?
	
	

	Did the learner state the objectives of the research?
	
	

	Did the learner state the scope of the research?
	
	

	Did the learner state the research methods that were used?
	
	

	Did the learner state the sources of information that were used?
	
	

	Did the learner name the computer applications that were used to analyse the data?
	
	

	Was the presentation aimed at middle and senior management?
	
	

	Did the learner come to conclusions based on the research?
	
	

	Did the learner make recommendations?
	
	


TOTAL POINTS: 45
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